
 
 

 

           

YOU’RE INVITE D 

TONY FENELON 
CHRISTMAS CONCERT  

2.00pm & 7.30pm  
Wednesday 14th December 

 

Joins us for a festive musical 
treat with the world’s greatest 
theatre organist, Tony 
Fenelon. This spectacular 
organist will present a flourish 
of festive and famous tunes, 
with plenty of surprises and 
Christmas Cheer! 

PLAYERS AFTERNOON 

2.00pm Thursday 8th December 
“Christmas Music” Come to play 
or just to listen!  

BOOK NOW:  9872 5122 
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FESTIVE HOURS 
24 December  9am – 3pm 

25 December  Closed 
26 December  Closed  
27 December  Closed 

28 December  9am – 5pm 
29 December 9am – 5pm 
30 December 9am – 5pm 
31 December 9am – 1pm 

1 January        Closed 
2 January       Closed 

3 January     9am – 5pm 

Normal Hours Resume 
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Hi MusiClubbers, 

Have you got the Christmas Music out again for a really 
“Festive” time? The Christmas message of “Peace and 
Goodwill to all” has no boundaries. Music is “the 
medicine of the mind’ but it needs to be shared. People 
know the words of the Christmas Carols and can sing 
along with you to help you develop the unique skill of 
accompaniment. Christmas is the best time to make 
music!   

Wow. Spring was unbelievable this year. Please enjoy 
the news and photos in this newsletter. Highlights were 
the 29th Bernstein Piano Competition, the Suzuki Classic 
Organ School Weekend, Bernies Music Land’s 39th 
Birthday, incredible guest artists, Masterclasses plus 
more. 

At Bernie’s you have more than a cash and carry 
operation. Our mission is to bring you happiness, 
wellness and celebration through active keyboard music. 
When you have the appropriate piano or organ, plus 
great encouragement, our mission is achieved. A big 
thank you to all those who have used our guidance to 
select a piano or organ from our extensive, competitive 
range. Don’t forget to visit us over the festive season for 
a cuppa and to see what’s new.  

Summer holidays and long sunny days are a great time 
to make music. I hope you can join in with the programs. 
Special thank you to Michelle for compiling and editing 
this newsletter. Thank you also to contributors; Maureen 
Mahon and Lester Cheung. 

May Christmas and the New Year bring you all much 
happiness and many blessings. 

                                          Bernie Capicchiano 

Pictures (top to bottom) :  
10 Organ Spectacular at Bernies presented by the Suzuki 
Organ School, Tamara Smolyar‘s superb recital on the 
Schimmel stage, Kenji Fujimura presentes a Bernstein 
Masterclass, Peter Sullivan’s Live at Bernies show and CD 
launch. 

Around Town  
Events Sponsored  by Bernies 

The Star Chorale Christmas Concert 
Sunday 4th December, 2.30pm 
www.starchorale.org  

Glen Eira City Choir “Rejoice” 
Sunday 11th December, 2.30pm 
www.gleneriacitychoir.org.au 

Carols in the Cathedral  
Fri 18/12, 8.30pm. Sat 19/12, 3pm & 8pm 
Tickets: 136100 ticketmaster.com.au 

Dandenong Ranges Orchestra; Swingin’ Summer 
2.30pm Sunday 4th December 
www.drmc.org.au 
 

Shanghai Music Fair  October 2016 

Which is the noisiest Music trade fair in the world? 
Music Fair China.  

With a massive 1909 exhibitors and hundreds of 
different brands and instruments, Music Fair China 
is also becoming one of the biggest international 
events, after Frankfurt Messe and NAMM in 
Anaheim. All of our suppliers were there, so the 
three days I attended were full of meetings and 
activities. I am still absorbing all the information to 
make sure our product line up is right up to date 
for you. Huge numbers of Chinese piano 
manufacturers are appearing each year. They are 
using many different historic brand names that 
often have no relationship to the original name. 
This can be confusing and difficult to monitor the 
quality, so I have to make sure I get the story 
straight. Driving this still is the large consumption 
of pianos in China, which was over 300,000 
instruments last year.  

381 Canterbury Road, Ringwood, Vic, 3134  
P:03 9872 5122  www.musicland.com.au 

Travel Tips: Internet 
How many remember telegrams, telephone boxes, 
pagers and even reverse charge operator phone 
calls? Well now the internet rules! Our smart 
devices guide us to the networks and search 
engines that are infinite in their tasks.  

Tip: when travelling, try to limit equipment and make 
sure the ones you do take are set up for your 
destination. For example China does not like 
Google!  

This trip I almost left my Sony Ultrabook computer 
at home, thinking the iPhone would be enough. If I 
had not lost the iPhone (another big story!) on 
arrival night it probably would have been fine.  But 
without mobile phone communication one resorts to 
emails and, naturally, you need the internet.  

Another Tip:  always back up your iPhone onto a 
hard drive, USB stick or the Cloud before you 
depart. Losing family photos and precious 
memories is a terrible feeling. 

After two and a half hours I gave up the plight to 
recover the phone and resorted to email to advise 
key meeting people and Telstra. Here begins my 
frustrating story of trying to get good internet 
service. At first, emails worked well from the porter 
desk in the lobby. Back in the room was another 
story. We tried cables, logging in, disconnecting, 
reconnecting, searching, un-googling, yahooing, 
running upstairs and back down to the lobby then 
back again, and, after another two hours in the 
middle of the night, all I wanted to do was sleep 
(which worked, luckily).  

Tip: You can’t rely on Hotel internet. Check with 
your mobile provider for some international data 
before you go.  

In the morning when I woke up I turned on the 
computer and the emails worked... Happy travelling, 
                      Bernie C.  
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From Bernie and the team at 

This year, Music China seemed a little less 
noisy than previous years. Possibly because 
amplified instruments seem to be removed 
from Hall E1 where there were most of the 
piano displays. Wandering through E3, the 
Drum hall, well… that was another story! 
There was one very wise Aussie man that 
caught my eye as he was wearing ear 
muffs.  

Schimmel and Hailun Bernstein had 
sensational stands as did Johannus and 
Orla. Hammond Suzuki struck a noisy spot 
with an electronic Saxophone display close 
by. All I could hear was “who?” and “what?”. 
I received such wonderful hospitality from 
everyone mentioned. It was great to receive 
the Gold Dealer Award from Johannus and 
to be listed in the “Panel of Experts” from 
Bernstein Hailun. Please enjoy the photos.              
                                                  Bernie C. 

Piano Educators Day 2017  Bernies Music Land proudly announces the 8th 
Annual Piano Educators Day; a sensational day 
for piano professionals to gain inspiration and 
ideas for the year ahead. Keynote speakers; 
Angela Turner (author), Robert Chamberlain 
(examiner) and Samantha Coates (author).  

Full day just $69 so book now! 

January 23 or 24 
Australia’s #1 Piano Teacher Event  

BOOK NOW: www.musicland.com.au/educatorsda y  

* Keynote speakers: Angela Turner, Robert Chamberlain, and 
Samantha Coates 
* What’s new from Examination Bodies; AMEB, ANZCA, ABRSM, 
Trinity, St. Cecilla School of Music 
* Print Music Expo and Exclusive Offers  

www.musicland.com.au/EducatorsDay  
Clockwise from Top: Stunning Schimmel Display, 
Bernie with President of Johannus, Marco Van de 
Weerd, new digital grand piano prototype, Orla 
team from Italy, Hailun Bernstein piano display.  
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Knox Piano Awards 2016 
Knox City Council proudly presents a biennial 
Piano Awards to nurture the development of 
emerging artists.  

The Knox Piano Awards featured over 90 
young pianists over two days of intensive 
competition. In the capable hands of 
adjudicator, Maureen Milton, the awards 
culminated in a Winners Gala Performance 
Night on September 29th with stunning 
performances by the division winners on the 
City Council’s Schimmel grand piano.  

Bernies Music Land is proud to be the major 
sponsor of the awards. Bernie (pictured below 
with Piano Awards Manager, Hal Martin and 
award winner Brendon Chew), was proud to 
present awards at the Gala. Congratulations to 
Knox Council and especially to Susan Tickner 
on their great work.           Michelle C. 

 

Tamara Smolyar 
On the Schimmel Stage 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Bernies Music Land auditorium was filled 
to capacity on August 25th as guest pianist, 
Tamara Smolyar, stepped on to the stage.  

Tamara’s unique program featured a selection 
of world premieres from local composers 
including Jane Hammond, Anthony Halliday, 
Anatoly Dokumentov and Kenji Fujimura.  

We were delighted to welcome a number of 
Schimmel owners and special guests to this 
special recital. The Schimmel K 280 grand 
piano provided thrilling tones.  

Tamara Smolyar has been a part of the 
Bernies Music Land family for decades. As an 
artist, Tamara has performed on the Bernies 
stage and is featured on the International 
Schimmel Artist Series CD label. As an 
educator, Tamara has been a regular guest 
teacher for the Bernstein Masterclass series 
held at Bernies Music Land. Tamara has a 
fond relationship with Schimmel pianos and is 
pleased to welcome a selection of new 
Schimmel pianos to the Music Department at 
Monash University.                  Michelle C. 

   

USA Organist Visits Bernies 
The James Carter Organ trio from Detriot USA 
visited Melbourne in November for a week of 
sensational gigs. We had a surprise visit to the 
store from incredible organist, Gerard Gibbs, who 
was over the moon to see and try such a huge 
range of Hammond organs. He was in heaven! 

Stay tuned for Masterclasses and a guest spot 
on the Bernies stage next time he’s in town. 

Gerard is pictured with our Australian Hammond 
Specialist, Jon Wade.                       Michelle C 

Michel Benebig Launches 
the Hammond XK5 

The Hammond XK-5 is one of the most highly 
anticipated keyboards on the market. Its 
release from Hammond is in very limited 
quantities and the buzz on the internet is 
exciting.  

Bernies Music Land launched the XK-5 in 
October with an incredible Hammond player, 
Michel Benebig, from New Caledonia. Joined 
by Carl Lockett on guitar and Tony Floyd on 
drums, Michel explored the sensational 
sounds and smooth feel of this new Hammond 
organ.  

The XK-5 is a single keyboard and can be 
built as shown, with lower manual, pedals and 
the “mini B” stand and stool, for a truly iconic 
look. Michel absolutely loved playing it.  

The first Australian owner, Michael, just sent 
us an email saying that the XK-5 has “brought 
new life to his XK setup” and has been a “big 
step up from the XK-3”. We’re thrilled with the 
feedback and look forward to many more 
happy Hammond XK-5 owners!   Michelle C 

  
 

New Schimmel 
International 188 On Stage  
Congratulations to Melbourne University’s 
National Ageing Research Institute (NARI) on 
their recent 40th Anniversary celebrations.  

Bernies Music Land was proud to provide an 
elegant new Schimmel I 188 grand piano for 
the Anniversary Dinner held in Melbourne. 
Recently released, the I 188 is part of the 
illustrious International series, with wide body 
design to deliver a full and rich tone.  

Pianist, Konrad Olszewski, performed a superb 
solo program and the piano was a magnificent 
addition to the elegant room in Melbourne city.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Welcome 

Bernies Music Land welcomes piano 
technician, Jacqueline, to Melbourne. 
Jacqueline has been working at the Schimmel 
piano factory, and is  completing a two year 
working holiday with six months at Bernies 
Music Land. 

 

BERNSTEIN® National 
Piano Competition 2016 

For the 29th consecutive year, the Bernstein 
Piano Competition drew a host of incredibly 
talented young pianists from around Australia.  

The competition final was held here at Bernies 
Music Land on October 2nd. It very exciting this 
year to welcome interstate competitors, including 
from Brisbane.   

New for 2016, the Bernstein Piano Competition 
will be available to purchase on CD. Stay tuned 
for the launch date. 

The Bernstein Piano Competition offers a rare 
prize pool of over $1000 cash plus beautiful 
trophies;  

Junior Division Winners: 
1st Place:  Jeremy Sun 

2nd Place:  Sophie Yang 

3rd Place:  Carlvince Tan 

Teacher Award:  Mimia Margiotta 

Senior Division Winners: 

1st Place:  Jeanine Morgan 

2nd Place: Samantha Sheldon 

3rd Place:  Eric Bai 

Teacher Award:  Majella Drew  

Thank you to the incredible adjudicators; 
Professor Max Cooke and Darryl Coote. Pictured 
below; Junior Finalists, Senior Winners with 
Bernie and Adjudicators.        Lester C  
 

 

TEN ORGAN 
SPECTACULAR 

Two men had an idea. Craig Douglass from 
Bernie’s and David Clark, Suzuki Organ Teacher, 
thought that it would be wonderful to have a 
concert with ten organs being played at once. 
They mulled over it, and then forgot about it for a 
few years.  

As with many great ideas, this one finally came to 
fruition. Craig, the ‘go to’ man at Bernie’s for 
anything to do with organs, encouraged David to 
pursue the plan, and so the Ten Organ 
Spectacular finally took place at Bernie’s Music 
Land on 9 October 2016. 

David Clark, who initiated the teaching of Suzuki 
Organ in Australia in 2008, and who teaches in 
the Newcastle area, co-ordinated the program. He 
was assisted by Stephen Aveling-Rowe, his first 
student, now a qualified teacher, and by Suzuki 
Organ teachers from Victoria: Sonia Gellert, 
Jennifer Chou and Maureen Mahon. In the 
preceding days, Bernies hosted teacher training, 
student tuition sessions and other professional 
development session.  

In the months leading up to the performance day, 
the teachers worked with their students so that 
selected pieces from the Suzuki repertoire, from 
the earliest pieces such as ‘Lightly Row’, up to 
more advanced repertoire like ‘Trumpet Voluntary’ 
by Jeremiah Clarke could be played at an agreed 
tempo with everyone keeping together. The 
students had only one rehearsal together on the 
morning of the concert, before performing to an 
appreciative audience in the afternoon. The 
standard of playing by the ensembles was 
outstanding. 

 Of the twenty-seven students who participated in 
the Ten Organ Spectacular, some students also 
played solos, such as six year old Keith Busbridge 
playing his own Star Wars Suite. More advanced 
students played toccatas, preludes and fugues by 
Bach. The concert concluded with twelve-year-old 
Scott Thompson playing the Widor ‘Toccata’! 

The team at Bernie’s, led by Craig and supported 
by Bernie, brought together every Johannus organ 
they could lay their hands on, and set them up in 
the auditorium so that all ten organs could be 
played at once. All of the performers displayed 
excellent musicianship, everyone playing their 
pieces from memory. The Ten Organ Spectacular 
was a unique event that was made possible 
through the generosity and hard work by the team 
at Bernie’s and by the vision shared by Craig 
Douglass and David Clark.         Maureen Mahon. 


